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Handwriting at St Andrew's – new information
• Here at St. Andrew's Church of England Primary School, we know that handwriting increases 

children’s motivation: their belief in themselves as writers is predicated on this, particularly 
in their first years at school. Writing involves many processes, so having fluent handwriting 
is one less thing to think about.

• Pupils are taught handwriting precisely, in a clearly sequenced progression, starting from 
Reception, to support their gradual acquisition of skills.

• We do this using the Read Write Inc approach, including Letter Village from Year 1 to Year 
6.

• Our school staff expect consistently high standards, making sure pupils practise handwriting 
regularly and consistently to develop and maintain fluency and legibility. Handwriting is 
taught daily at school.



Letter Village for Handwriting

• Stage 2 begins during Year 1. Children learn the relative size of letters and to form letters 
that will flow easily into a joined style.

• Stage 3 follows straight on. Children learn how to join letters using two basic joins – the 
‘bridge’ join, the ‘hill’ join and the two variations on each.

• Our class are currently working on Stage 2 and soon Stage 3.



Letter Village for Handwriting- we are on Stage 2
Tonight, you will take home a copy of the QR codes linked to our class handwriting stage if you 
would like to further support your child with their handwriting at home. These QR codes will 
take you directly to the Letter Village video links. All of the Handwriting Stage QR 
codes can also be found on the Handwriting page on our school Website –
please follow the home- learning links.
Each term, your child will come home with a new set of QR codes for the term ahead.
Please also see the Examples of letter formations and joins from Stage 1 to Stage 4 on our 

Handwriting Webpage.
To help your child with handwriting at home using our Letter Village approach, focus on short, 

engaging, daily practice that uses memorable visual cues and stories rather than mindless 
copying.

Please follow this link for more information about Handwriting at St. Andrew's  
https://www.standrewsmaghull.com/page/?title=Handwriting&pid=172&action=saved

https://www.standrewsmaghull.com/page/?title=Handwriting&pid=172&action=saved




Reading at St. Andrew's
Reading is central to the school and year group curriculum. Each 
half term, the children will be exposed to multiple high quality texts, 
chosen so that they tie into or complement learning.

These will include:
• A ‘Vehicle text’ in English to inspire writing
• A Reading for Pleasure text that we will read as a class (normally 

at the end of the day) to inspire fantastic reading attitudes and, 
quite often, to support learning across the curriculum.

• Family Library dates will be published soon – please join us – these 
will be open to all years on Thursdays before school.



How to support your child's reading
• It’s vitally important for the children to read at home at 
least five times per week
•Your child’s reading record should be signed by an adult 
whenever they have read and comments can be made by the 
adult if they wish.
•Reading books and records must be brought in every day for 
my reading group, and Fridays for children on phonics. 
• If your child has read, this is recorded on our class reading 
chart. Reading books can be changed any day of the week.
• Emails will be sent home if we notice a lack of reading at 
home to offer any support if this is needed.

Please note –
reading age 
assessments are 
carried out termly. 
Your child's 
reading age 
determines the 
selection of books 
your child can 
choose from if they 
are in 

The more reading, 
the more progress!



Phonics & Reading

•Phonics is taught through Read Write Inc sessions. The 
children are assessed every half term and groups are 
rearranged accordingly. 

•Guided Reading – once RWI has been completed by your 
child, they will move into the guided reading group with 
myself. Here, we practice reading comprehension skills and 
handwriting.





Spelling at St. Andrew's
• Here at St. Andrew's Church of England Primary School, we use Ready Steady Spell which is a 

progressive systematic spelling programme from Year 2 to Year 6. We are launching our new 
approach to the teaching of Spelling in Autumn 2026.

• It covers all National Curriculum expectations progressively for all these Year groups.

• It provides full coverage, in a cyclical way, by providing opportunities to reinforce and embed 
learning systematically and interactively!

Year 2
• Each week there are 5 Ready Steady Spell lessons. The first 4 lessons teach new spellings. The 

fifth lesson is an opportunity for children to revise the week’s new learning and learn common 
exception word(s).



Home-learning and Spelling Tests
• In Ready Steady Spell there is a weekly spelling test. The list of printable spellings is provided 

towards the end of the week, after the final lesson, and following the explicit teaching of 
associated rules and strategies.

• Children are tested the following week on words that contain objectives previously covered. 
(Fridays)

• See the Home Learning support booklet link on our website for further information on how to 
support your child in learning their spellings at home. The strategies in the booklet match the 
strategies we use at St. Andrew's Church of England Primary School.

• See the strategies mat link for the symbols that the children use at school.

• https://www.standrewsmaghull.com/page/?title=Spelling&pid=173

https://www.standrewsmaghull.com/page/?title=Spelling&pid=173




Writing at St. Andrew's
• We use Ready Steady Write by Literacy Counts to provide a high-quality, inspiring writing 

curriculum.

• This comprehensive program is built around engaging, vocabulary-rich anchor texts (vehicle 
texts) that spark children's imaginations.

• Our current Vehicle Text is a River by Marc Martin.

• It offers a clear, structured sequence for teaching writing—from immersing pupils in a story 
to independent final pieces—ensuring deep learning, strong talk-for-writing foundations, and 
consistency across all year groups.

• Long Term Plan 
https://www.standrewsmaghull.com/attachments/download.asp?file=93&type=pdf

• Writing is assessed half-termly using the Teacher Assessment Framework with termly 
moderation within our Trust

https://www.standrewsmaghull.com/attachments/download.asp?file=93&type=pdf


What does the writing Curriculum involve?
•Vehicle Texts: High-quality, inclusive children’s literature 
tied to each half-term's topic.
•Daily Sentence Accuracy: Focused sessions on grammar, 
punctuation, spelling, and transcription skills. Sentence 
Accuracy Checkers – see our webpage for further information
•Talk for Writing & Vocabulary: Oracy-led lessons to help 
children internalize story structures and new words before 
writing.
•Incidental Writes: Shorter writing tasks (like diaries, letters, 
or in-role descriptions) that build up skills step-by-step.
•Working Walls: Interactive classroom displays that track the 
writing journey, key vocabulary, and models.
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Screen Time & Children's Learning

• Children are spending more time than ever 
using screens, and research suggests that 
this can have an impact on their wellbeing 
and education when recreational screen use 
becomes excessive. Ofcom reports that 
children aged 8–14 spend almost 3 hours 
online each day. A 2025 systematic review 
of 24 studies involving 48,558 children 
and young people found that higher screen 
time was consistently associated with lower 
academic achievement. 



Screen Time & Children’s learning
• At school, we see the importance of children 

arriving ready to learn. Sleep, reading, physical 
activity, conversation and time away from 
screens all play an important part in 
children's development. We encourage families 
to consider not only how much screen time 
children have, but also what that screen time is 
replacing. Simple steps such as keeping devices 
out of bedrooms, having screen-free mealtimes 
and protecting time for reading, play and family 
conversation can make a real difference. Our 
aim is not to remove technology, but to help 
children develop healthy, balanced and 
purposeful screen habits.



mailto:Communication.standrews@ldst.org.uk

