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Reading changes everything

Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson



Why do we need to learn to read at a 
young age?

• To develop a love of stories 

• To access all areas of the curriculum

• To better understand the world around us

• To help improve our life chances and future 
a careers

• To support our mental wellbeing



Which books did you enjoy as a child?

Why do you think you enjoyed them?



Read Write Inc at St Andrew’s

• Children learning to read in YR– Y2

• Older children who need to ‘catch up’

• Fresh Start – Year 5 and Year 6

• Taught in groups based on their stage of 
reading



Read Write Inc. Phonics daily lessons 9.05-9.45am
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Pin it  on

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on

 2 Got him

 3 A cat in a pot

 4 Jam

 5 Pick it up

 6 Wuff wuff

 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim

 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472
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My dog Ned

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus

 2 My dog Ned

 3 Six fish

 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob

 6 Tug, tug

 7 Chips

 8 The web

 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  

Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  
Set  1   St or y 2

a   e   i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Billy t he Kid

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap

 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob

 4 Tim and Tom

 5 Tag

 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug

 8 Red Ken

 9 Billy the Kid

 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  

Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he Kid
Set  2    St or y 9

a   e   i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Scruf fy Ted

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 3: Pink Storybooks
 1 Scruffy Ted

 2 Tab the cat

 3 In the sun

 4 The dressing up box

 5 Tab’s kitten

 6 Sanjay stays in bed

 7 The greedy green gremlin

 8 In the night

 9 Snow

 10 So cool!

Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  

Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Scruf fy Ted
Set  3   St or y 1

v e   n g   n k   t t   l l   f f   c k

837169 SCRUFFY TED CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:51

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Pla yda y

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

2

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 4: Orange Storybooks
 1 Playday

 2 I think I want to be a bee

 3 A bad fright

 4 Follow me!

 5 Too much!

 6 A good cook?

 7 Come on, Margo!

 8 My sort of horse

 9 Haircuts

 10 My best shirt

 11 Look out!

 12 Hunt the tortoise

Use Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  

Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pla yda y  
Set  4    St or y 1

a y

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   11:12
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c
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web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610
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Ba rker

Ph on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks
 1 Barker

 2 The poor goose

 3 Hairy fairy

 4 King of the birds

 5 Our house

 6 The jar of oil

 7 Jade’s party

 8 Jellybean

 9 A box full of light

 10 The hole in the hill

Use Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  

Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 

learning Speed Sounds  

Sets 1, 2 and 3.

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Ba rker   
Set  6    St or y 1

a r

837214 BARKER CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   10:09
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www.OxfordPrim ary.co.uk Prin ted in  Ch ina by Hing Yip

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In cPh on icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

St or y by Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur   
Set  7   St or y 12

o u s   c i o u s   t i o u s

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur

 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue

 2 The lion’s paw

 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster

 5 How silly!

 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad

 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire

 10 Vulture culture

 11 A celebration on planet Zox

 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  

Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   14:23



One-to-one tutoring – ‘keep up, not catch up!’



What is phonics?

Sounds

The sound that a letter or collection of letters 
make

Graphemes

The letter(s) shapes that make the sound



English alphabetic code

• 44 sounds

• 26 letters

• Over 150+ graphemes (letter combinations)

One of the most complex alphabetic codes in 
the world.





Speed Sounds Set 1 and Set 2



Pure Sounds (ruthmiskin.com)

See video on Ruth Miskin site as it is too large to 

save on the school website



Speed Sounds Set 3



Sounds + blending = reading 

+



Fred



Teach spelling using Fred Fingers



Accuracy

Fluency

Comprehension

Read and enjoy at home



What can I do?

1. Use pure sounds, not letter names

2. Use Fred Talk to read and spell words

3. Aim to listen to your child read their Storybook 
every day

4. Aim to read stories to your child every day



Listening to your 
child read



Use the books for guidance and 
ideas



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word



Red Words



Which books will children bring home every 
Friday?

+ + +



Book Bag Books

• Extra reading practice at home

• Uniquely matched to the Read Write Inc. Phonics 

Storybooks.

• Reinforce children's learning of phonics at the 

appropriate level.

• Helps to make even faster progress in reading.



What can you do?

• Listen to your child read the same 
Storybook again and again 

• Encourage them to use ’Special Friends’, 
‘Fred Talk’, ‘read the word’

• Discuss the story and encourage their 
storyteller voice

• Let your children see you read



• Talk about your favourite books as a child

• Share books without words to encourage 
your child to develop their speech and story 
language

• Use the virtual classroom and flash cards to 
improve fluency

‘Let’s get speedy!’



Children who never have a story read to 
them, who never hear words that rhyme, 
who never imagine fighting with dragons or 
marrying a prince, have the odds 
overwhelmingly against them.

Maryanne Wolf



What makes children happy?

• Read for fun on most days 

• Share meal times and talk together

• Cut down on TV viewing and tablet time 

• Do things together  – visit local places: 
farms, parks, museums

• Teach their children new skills and 
knowledge - cooking, drawing, music, sport

• Listen to each other



Repeated readings
Again! Again!

Children are wired to thrive on repetition



Room on the Broom



Story time in school – all year groups



Storytime at home

• Read to your children every day

• Ask lots of questions and share opinions

• Let your children see you reading books, 

newspapers, magazines



10 things your child learns when you 
read aloud stories and poems every day

1. Sustain attention

2. Appreciate rhythm and rhyme

3. Build pictures in their minds from the words on the page

4. Understand humour and irony 

5. Use new words and phrases in different contexts  - and 
later in writing

6. Learn new vocabulary and knowledge of the world

7. Think about characters’ feelings and use appropriate 
voices

8. Follow a plot with all its twists and turns

9. Understand suspense and predict what’s about to happen 
next

10.Link sentences and ideas from one passage to the next



Top Tips - Storytime

1. Make it a treat

2. Make it a special quiet time

3. Show curiosity 

4. Read story once without stopping

5. Chat about the story

6. Avoid testing with questions

7. Link to other stories and experiences

8. Read favourites over and over again

9. Use different voices

10.Love the book



We’re going on a bear hunt



Be a ‘talk-a-lot’ family

• Talk to your child as much as possible 

• Use new and ambitious vocabulary

• Build interesting sentences together



What can you do?

1. Read the same stories aloud again and again

2. Read with enthusiasm – love each story

3. Use a range of vocabulary with your child



Children are made readers on the laps 
of their parents.

Emilie Buchwald



Fred Talk



Reading changes everything

Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson



Fred Talk routine

1. Say the word in sounds as Fred e.g. c-a-t.

2. Ask your child to repeat. Can they ‘jump-in’ 
with the whole word?

3. Say the word in sounds followed by the 
whole word e.g. c-a-t, cat

4. Ask your child to repeat



Fred games and Fred talk throughout the day

Shall we have some

What would you like to

Let’s put on your

l-u-n-ch?

p-l-ay?

c-oa-t.



Reading with Fred Talk



What can I do?

1. Speak like Fred throughout the day

2. Play Fred games

3. Use ‘Fred Talk, read the word’ to read words

4. Use the virtual classroom links that your 
child’s class teacher will send home each half 
term



Set 1 Sounds



Name the pictures



Teaching letter formation



What can I do?

1. Use pure sounds, not letter names

2. Teach the picture names

3. Practise reading sounds speedily -

‘review, review, review’

4. Use the handwriting phrases for writing only



Set 2 and Set 3 Sounds



Speed Sounds Set 2



Speed Sounds Set 3



Picture Phrases



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word



Miss Wakeham – Speeds sounds session



Phonics Screening 
Check



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• A word-reading test at the end of Year 1

• Children read 40 words



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word



Nonsense words



What can you do?

1. Use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, 

read the word’ to read words

2.  Practise reading sounds speedily -

‘review, review, review’

3. Aim to listen to your child read their 
Storybook every day



Online resources available

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

Ruth Miskin Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Free e-books for home reading:

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Any other questions

Paula Dwan – Early Reading Leader

paula.dwan@ldst.org.uk


